4th Grade Summer Work

June 2026

Dear Incoming 4th Grader,

We are so excited to welcome you to fourth grade! To keep your brain sharp and your
imagination growing this summer, we have some fun reading/writing assignments for
you.

e Required Reading: Everyone in our class will be reading Fourth Grade Rats by Jerry
Spinelli.

e Your Choice: You get to pick a second book of your very own choosing!

e Positive Me A to Z assignment

Once you'’ve finished your second book, you'll get to show off what you learned by picking
either a written project or a creative project.

We hope you have a relaxing, sun-filled summer. We can’t wait to see you in the fall!

What to bring the First Week of School

Summer Math workbook

Summer work contract signed by your parents

The required reading book - Fourth Grade Rats

Second Summer Reading Book- Project

o O O O O

Positive Me from A to Z




3 Summer Reading/Writing Assisnments

1. Required Reading for all Rising 4th Grade Students: Fourth Grade Rats-Jerry Spinelli

Please read Fourth Grade Rats close to the start of school as we will be doing some activities based on
the book when school begins.

*No additional work is required for this selection.

2. Second Summer Reading Book

The choice is yours! Choose the book you would like to read and choose how you would like to present
the book. Feel free to dive into a traditional written report or showcase your ideas through a creative
presentation. Be sure to use the checklist below to ensure you receive full credit for your final
assignment. There are different guidelines for written and creative projects.

For the written book report, you may handwrite it or type it on the computer.

For the creative project, you have many options for how you would like to show your knowledge of the
book. Below are just a few ideas.

¢ Story Quilt

o Choose your 4-6 favorite parts of the book. Divide a piece of poster board into 4-6 boxes
and in each of the boxes, illustrate your favorite scenes from the book. Please also write a
sentence or two below the picture to describe your scene and tell me what happened.

¢ Brown Bag It!

o Decorate a brown paper bag with a scene from your book. Then use popsicle sticks to
represent the characters in the scene. Please be prepared to tell your classmates about the
scene and characters you included.

¢ Diorama

o Use an old shoebox turned on its side. Create the background on the inside walls and
floor of the box. Use clay, LEGOs, or cut-out paper figures to show the characters in
action. Glue a small piece of paper to the top or side with the Title and Author.

¢ Poster

o Draw a large, exciting central image that represents the main theme of the book. Make
the Title and Author the biggest part of the poster. Include a catchy "hook" (a short
sentence that grabs attention) and your summary in a neat corner.

¢ Pamphlet
o Create a folded brochure that guides someone through the world of the book. Fold a piece
of paper into three sections (a trifold).
o Front Cover: Title, Author, and a beautiful illustration.
o Inside: Dedicate one section to the Beginning, one to the Middle, and one to the End.
o Back: Add a "Why you should read this" section or a map of the book’s setting.



Written Report Guidelines My Book Report ChecKlist

SCORE

Category What Does a Great Job Look Like? Points
Book Info & I included the author’s name and remembered to underline the title of the /2
Title book. -
Catchy I started my report with an exciting first sentence that grabs the reader’s /2
Beginning attention. (I did not start with "My book report is about...") -
Organization My report has a clear Beginning, Middle, and End. It doesn't jump around /5
and is easy to follow. -
Story Content I told the whole story and included the most important parts, so the reader /4
understands what happened. -
| . .
Grammar I checked my wgrk. I used capital letters, indented my paragraphs, and used /5
correct punctuation. -
T di . . .
-urne fmon Y our project was turned in on the day it was due. /2
Time
TOTAL
/20




Creative Presentation Guidelines: My Project Checklist

Category What Does a Great Job Look Like? Points

Title & Author The title is underlined and the author's name is easy to find. 12
Creativity Your project is colorful, neat, and shows you put in extra effort! /3
The Big You explained the beginning, middle, and end of the story clearly. /4
Summary -
I;tl:;;v Your You can explain your project to the class in your own words. /4
Q&A Session You can answer questions about how your project relates to the book. 5
On Time Your project was turned in on the day it was due. /2

Total Score

120




3. Positive Me

from A to Z

o Look at the "Positive Me from A to Z" worksheet. For every letter of the alphabet, find a

positive word that describes you!

o Move to Construction Paper: Instead of just turning in the worksheet, you will recreate your
list on a piece of construction paper. This gives you more room to be an artist!

o Make it Pop:

O
O
@)

Letters: Write your A-to-Z letters in bold colors or fun styles.

Words: Make sure your descriptive words are easy to read and spelled correctly.

Show Your Personality: This isn't just a list; it’s a portrait of you! Add drawings,
stickers, or even photos that show off your hobbies, your family, or your favorite

things.

Positive A to Z Grading Rubric:

Category Exceeds Goals (4 pts) Meets Goals (3 pts) Needs Work (2 pts)
. All 26 letters (A-Z) have a Most letters are finished, but 1 or 2 | Many letters are missing
Completion . . .
thoughtful, positive word. might be missing. or left blank.
. The poster is bursting with . )
Creativity & ) There are some colors and a few There is very little color or
color, drawings, or photos that . ) . ) . o
Art ] drawings to make it look nice. art; it looks like a plain list.
show your personality!
Writing is very easy to read, and o It is difficult to read the
. ) Writing is mostly clear, and the )
Neatness the construction paper is clean . words, or the paper is
] project is generally neat.
and organized. messy/torn.
Many words are hard to
. Great effort was made to spell There are a few spelling mistakes, y .
Spelling L . understand due to spelling
descriptive words correctly. but | can still tell what you meant.
errors.
You shared unique things about You used common words but The words chosen don't
Personality yourself that make you stand showed a good effort to be seem to describe you very
out! positive. well.
Total Points /20 points




Positive Me from Ato Z

Use every letter in the alphabet to describe who you are, what your interests
are, and what you are all about, If you come to & letter that stops you, skip
over it for a while and retum to it later. You may use sentences or phrases,
and you may start with any word of your cholce, as tong as you use and underiine
the alphabetical word in its consecutive place,

Example:

| am an athlete.

often called a baseball nut
my voice can be heard In the chorus

stands for dedication to my stamp collection
well-known as the most eager summer camper
a loyal friend to my buddy

everybody knows I'm a go-getter

handy In the kitchen

my poetiy Inspires others

they say I'm a joker

kind to others

friendly and likeable, that’s mel

| always try to remember good manners

know when to say nol

outstanding talent for music

patlent with little kids

quick at math

love to read a good boaok

shy when In crowds

as tactful as possible

understanding to a fauit

vulnerable where animals are concerned

W a warmhearted person

X never learned to play the rylophone

Y have a yen for yummy desserts
2 crazy about the 200

CSCHUIIPDIOZIZIr-X-—"—IQATMMAUNTD




Dear Parents,

To help us kick off a successful year, please sign and return this contract verifying that your
child’s summer work is complete. Please have your child hand this into their teacher during the
first week of school. We appreciate your cooperation!

Student Name:

@ My child:

U Read Fourth Grade Rats

O Read one other book

O Completed the book report project for the second book
O Completed Positive Me A to Z writing assignment

0 Completed Math Summer Workbook

Parent Signature: Date:



http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=book+clip+art&id=E18E2D3F71BBC4A2139D95837818A953D2A52570&FORM=IQFRBA#view=detail&id=E18E2D3F71BBC4A2139D95837818A953D2A52570&selectedIndex=0

Tips for Preventing the

Summey Jlide

Studies show that children who do not read or have access to books during the summer
lose up to 2 months of reading performance. Those losses accumulate during the
elementary school years so that by the time a child enters middle school he/she may be
2 1/2 years behind! All children, whether from low, middle or upper income families, may
fall victim to the “summer slide” if not provided with summer reading opportunities. So
how do we prevent the summer slide-or even accelerate reading growth? Here are a few
ideas:

Visit your local library! Help your child find “right fit' books. Right fit books are books that are of
high interest to your child and are not beyond their reading level. You can use the five finger test
to determine if the book is too difficult for your child. Open the book to a page with many words.
Have your child begin reading the texi. Hold up a finger for each word he/she does not know. If
you have 4 or 5 fingers up, the text may be too difficult for your child to read independently. Feel
free to still check out the book! It just may be a book you want to read with your child.

Be sure your child reads at least 20 minutes a day. According to research, a child who reads only
1 minute a day outside of school will learn 8,000 words by the end of sixth grade where a student
who reads 20 minutes outside of school will learn 1,800,000 words! That's huge! If reading isn't
one of your child's top priorities, you may need to set up an incentive program.

Set a good example. When your child sees you reading and enjoying a book or a newspaper
article, you are sending a message that reading is important and valuable.

Read to your child. When you read to your child, he/she hears the rhythm of language. Be sure
to read with expression! Changing your voice for different characters and increasing your volume
during exciting parts are only a few ways to keep children engaged.

Read with your child —explore different types of reading such as poetry. For our little ones, poetry
is a great way to improve phonemic awareness skills as poetry often incorporates rhyme. For our
older children, poetry is a means of improving fluency.

Read for different purposes. Reading directions for a recipe or directions for assembling a toy are
fun ways of incorporating reading into everyday activities.

Play games with words. Commercial games such as Apples to Apples improves vocabulary. You
can easily turn a game of hopscotch or 4 square into a game that incorporates learning letters or
sight words. Be sure to check out the “8 Super Summer Sight Word Activities” on the Make, Take
& Teach blog.

If you have access to an iPad, there are tons of interactive books and apps that address phonics
and early reading skills. There are also many websites that offer free reading related games.

Have a happy and healthy summer! Be sure to read, read and read some more! Not only can we
prevent the summer slide, we can accelerate reading growth.

For more teaching ideas and activities be sure to visit our blog! www.blog. maketaketeach.com




